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Instructions For Use


The Sumed seating product range has been designed to provide a range of modular based pressure relieving products to suit a variety of client needs. 
Maximum user weight 20 stone for standard Flowform® Ultra 90 cushion sizes. 

Flowform® liquid is a flowable viscous liquid consisting of a combination of varying sizes of spheroids suspended within an inert liquid. The liquid lubricates the particles allowing them to move and flow, when subjected to external pressure providing effective pressure distribution properties. The envelope containing the Flowform® liquid is constructed with the addition of spot welded areas which prevent “hammocking” occurring between areas of high interface pressure on the cushion.
How to use the cushions
Flowform® Ultra 90 cushions can be used any way up or round. The size of the cushion should be selected to cover the maximum seating surface of the appropriate seating area.
Infection control/cleaning

All Sumed® cushion covers can be washed at hospital laundry temperatures as specified in HSG (95) 18. Slight wrinkling of the polyurethane cover (PU) may occur but there will be no adverse effects on the fire retardant properties of the fabric.

If waterproof covers become contaminated a variety of chemical disinfectants can be used in accordance with local infection control guidelines. The use of phenols is not recommended as they can make the PU coating of the fabric brittle. Waterproof covers can withstand wiping with 1,000ppm Sodium Hyperchlorite or Sodium Dichloroisocyanurate (NaDCC).

Chemical contact with the fabric should be maintained for 2-5 minutes. After decontamination the cushion must be wiped down with a damp cloth to remove any disinfectant residue and left to dry thoroughly before placing the cover back on. 

The inner cover of the Flowform® Ultra 90 can be disinfected by wiping the surface with a 1,000ppm dilution of chlorine releasing agent. The cushion should then be wiped down with a damp cloth to remove any surplus residue and left to dry thoroughly before use. Waterproof covers can withstand wiping with 1,000ppm Sodium Hyperchlorite or Sodium Dichloroisocyanurate (NaDCC).
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Warranty/Returns and Flammability
Flowform® Ultra 90 cushions are guaranteed against manufacturing defects for a period of 24 months for date of purchase. Returned cushions must be decontaminated and contained in the original packaging if possible or appropriate packaging clearly marked “decontaminated.” The cushion should be returned with full name, address and contact details along with date of purchase if possible. You will be advised, if in our opinion, it is found that the cushion has been subject to unreasonable wear and tear. In this case a claim may not be possible.

Flowform® Ultra 90 Cushion: Tested to ignition test BS5852 : 2006 clause ignition source 2. All foams and cover materials comply with the relevant fire regulations and when tested in isolation may exceed the above specifications. Cushions are tested as a composite.
Product Education/Support services 
We have a team of fully trained product specialists who are available for assessments, in-service training, demonstrations and advice. If you would like some advice or to arrange a visit please contact us at:

Sumed International (UK) Ltd,

Integrity House

Units 1-2, Graphite Way,

Hadfield

Glossop

Derbyshire

SK13 1QH

Telephone: 01457 890980 Fax: 01457 890990 E-mail: sales@sumed.co.uk Website:www.sumed.co.uk  
Last Revised May 2011









Guidelines for use of a pressure relieving cushion 





While in a Chair


1. Use a pressure-redistribution cushion in the chair for individuals with Category/Stage I or II pressure ulcers. 


2. Minimize seating time and consult a seating specialist if pressure ulcers worsen on the seating surface selected.


3. Ensure that the feet are properly supported either directly on the floor, on a footstool, or on footrests when sitting (upright) in a bedside chair or wheelchair.


4. If sitting in a chair is necessary for individuals with pressure ulcers on the sacrum/coccyx or ischia, limit sitting to three times a day in periods of 60 minutes or less. Consult a seating specialist to prescribe an appropriate seating surface and/or positioning techniques to avoid or minimize pressure on the ulcer. 


5. Avoid seating an individual with an ischial ulcer in a fully erect posture (in chair or bed). 


6. Modify sitting-time schedules and re-evaluate the seating surface and the individual’s posture if the ulcer worsens or fails to improve. 





All advice in the ‘guidelines for use of a pressure relieving cushion’ section can be found in the EPUAP guidelines along with extensive guidelines on pressure care. ‘The recommendation is supported by indirect evidence (e.g. studies in normal human subjects, humans with other types of chronic wounds, animal models) and/or expert opinion.’ Pressure Ulcer Treatment: Quick Reference Guide P4, P19-20; 2009











